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Abstract

A general ansatz in Renormalization Theory, already established in many important
situations, states that exponential convergence of renormalization orbits implies that
topological conjugacies are actually smooth (when restricted to the attractors of the
original systems). In this paper, we establish this principle for a large class of bicritical
circle maps, which are C 3 circle homeomorphisms with irrational rotation number and
exactly two (non-flat) critical points. The proof presented here is an adaptation, to the
bicritical setting, of the one given by de Faria and de Melo in (J Eur Math Soc 1:339-
392, 1999) for the case of a single critical point. When combined with the recent
papers (Estevez et al. in Complex bounds for multicritical circle maps with bounded
type rotation number, arXiv:2005.02377, 2020; Yampolsky in C R Math Rep Acad
Sci Can 41:57-83, 2019), our main theorem implies C'*¢ rigidity for real-analytic
bicritical circle maps with rotation number of bounded type (Corollary 1.1).
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1 Introduction

In the present paper, we study the dynamics of multicritical circle maps, which are C3
circle homeomorphisms having finitely many critical points (all of which are non-flat,
see Definition 2.2). By a fundamental result due to Yoccoz [26], two multicritical circle
maps f and g with the same irrational rotation number are topologically conjugate to
the corresponding rigid rotation, and in particular to each other. To obtain a smooth
conjugacy between f and g, we need to assume the existence of a topological con-
jugacy h which identifies its critical sets, while preserving corresponding criticalities
(this is a finite codimension condition; see Definition 1.1).

In this paper, we restrict our attention to the bicritical case, and we prove that, for
Lebesgue almost every rotation number, such conjugacy 4 is a C'+¢ diffeomorphism,
provided that the successive renormalizations of f and g (around critical points iden-
tified under /) converge together exponentially fast in the C! topology (Theorem A).
The full Lebesgue measure set of rotation numbers considered here was introduced
by de Faria and de Melo in the nineties [7], and contains all numbers of bounded type
(see Definition 2.3). As already mentioned in the abstract, the proof presented here is
an adaptation, to the bicritical setting, of the one given in [7] for the case of a single
critical point.

As an application, we combine Theorem A with the recent papers [12, 25] to
obtain C'*¢ rigidity for real-analytic bicritical circle maps with bounded combina-
torics (Corollary 1.1).

1.1 Main Result

Let f be a C? multicritical circle map with irrational rotation number p € (0, 1) and
N > 1 critical points ¢;, for 0 <i < N — 1 (which are labeled as ordered in the unit
circle). All critical points are assumed to be non-flat: in C3 local coordinates around
¢i, the map f can be written as ¢ +— ¢ |t|”l"_1 for some d; > 1 (we say that d; is the
criticality of f around c;; see Definition 2.1 below). Being topologically conjugate
to an irrational rotation, f is uniquely ergodic; we denote its unique invariant Borel
probability measure by 1 s.

Definition 1.1 We define the signature of f to be the (2N + 2)-tuple
(p3 N5 do,di,...,dn-1; 80,01, ..., 8N-1),

where d; is the criticality of the critical point ¢;, and §; = pr[c;, ¢;i+1) (with the
convention that cy = ¢gp).

Now, consider two C? multicritical circle maps, say f and g, with the same irrational
rotation number. By Yoccoz theorem [26], they are topologically conjugate to each
other. By elementary reasons, if f and g have the same signature, there exists a circle
homeomorphism #, which is a topological conjugacy between f and g, identifying
each critical point of f with one of g having the same criticality (note that such # is
the unique conjugacy between f and g that can be smooth. As it turns out, for almost
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Renormalization of Bicritical Circle Maps 71

every rotation number, most conjugacies between f and g fail to be a quasisymmetric
homeomorphism; see the recent paper [4] for precise statements). This will be our
standing assumption in this article. In particular, a critical point of f and one of g are
said to be corresponding critical points, if they are identified under such conjugacy h.
Our main result is the following.

Theorem A There exists a full Lebesgue measure set A C (0, 1) of irrational num-
bers with the following property. Let f and g be C? bicritical circle maps with the
same signature, such that its common rotation number belongs to the set A. If the
renormalizations of f and g around corresponding critical points converge together
exponentially fast in the C' topology, then f and g are conjugate to each other by a
C'* diffeomorphism, for some a > 0.

As mentioned in the abstract, the idea that exponential convergence of renormaliza-
tion implies smoothness of topological conjugacies, when restricted to the attractors
of the original systems, is a cornerstone in Renormalization Theory. As a fundamental
example, see [9, Section VI.9] for the case of unimodal maps with bounded combi-
natorics (more specifically, see Theorem 9.4). In the case of critical circle maps with
a single critical point, this principle has been established by de Faria and de Melo in
[7, First Main Theorem] for rotation numbers in the set 4, and extended by Khanin
and Teplinsky in [17] to cover all irrational rotation numbers (see Theorem 2 in page
198 for the specific statement). Both proofs are given for the case of a single critical
point, and our goal in the present paper is to adapt the previous arguments to the case
of two critical points.

We would like to remark that Theorem A is most likely true for circle maps with
any number of critical points, see Remark 5.8 at the end of the present paper. On the
other hand, it is definitely not possible to extend its statement to cover all irrational
rotation numbers: in [1], Avila was able to construct topologically conjugate real-
analytic critical circle maps (with a single critical point) which are not C'** conjugate
to each other, for any « > 0, although the corresponding renormalization orbits
converge together exponentially fast (in the C” metric, for any r > 1). We remark that
an analogue statement, in the C* class, was previously obtained in [7, Section 5].
However, C! rigidity may hold for multicritical circle maps with the same signature,
just as in the case of a single critical point. Indeed, any two C3 circle homeomorphisms
with the same irrational rotation number of bounded type and with a single critical
point (of the same odd integer criticality) are conjugate to each other by a C!*¢
circle diffeomorphism, for some universal @ > 0 (see [14]). Moreover, any two C 4
circle homeomorphisms with the same irrational rotation number and with a unique
critical point (again, of the same odd criticality) are conjugate to each other by a C!
diffeomorphism (see [15]). This conjugacy is in fact a C '+ diffeomorphism, provided
that the common rotation number belongs to the full Lebesgue measure set A (again,
see [15]).
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72 G. Estevez, P. Guarino

1.2 Rigidity of Real-Analytic Bicritical Circle Maps with Bounded Combinatorics

Let f and g be real-analytic bicritical circle maps with both critical points of cubic
type and with the same signature (recall, from Definition 1.1, that this amounts to say
that f and g have the same irrational rotation number, while the relative positions
of its two critical points, viewed with the corresponding unique invariant measure,
coincide). If the common rotation number of f and g is of bounded type, it follows
from the recent papers [12, 25] that the successive renormalizations of f and g, around
corresponding critical points, converge together exponentially fast in the C" topology,
for any r € N. Applying Theorem A, we obtain the following result, announced in the
abstract and in the introduction.

Corollary 1.1 Let f and g be real-analytic bicritical circle maps with the same signa-
ture, and with both critical points of cubic type. If their common rotation number is of
bounded type, then f and g are conjugate to each other by a C'7* diffeomorphism
for some o > 0.

1.3 Strategy of the Proof of Theorem A

Let f and g be two C? bicritical circle maps with the same irrational rotation number.
As explained in the introduction, a result of Yoccoz [26] implies that f and g are
topologically conjugate to each other. Moreover, assuming that f and g have the same
signature is equivalent to assume that there exists a circle homeomorphism 4 which
is a topological conjugacy between f and g, identifying each critical point of f with
one of g having the same criticality.

Our main goal in this paper is to prove that such homeomorphism # is actually
a smooth diffeomorphism. Since one-dimensional affine maps are characterized by
the fact that they preserve ratios between lengths of intervals, we would like to show
that 4 almost preserves such ratios, provided that we consider very small intervals,
which are very close to each other. To achieve this, we will first construct (say, for the
given f) a suitable sequence of partitions (called fine grid, see Definition 4.1) whose
vertices will be dynamically extracted from the critical set of f. Essentially, this is a
combinatorial construction, to be performed in Sect. 4.

After fine grids are built, it will be enough to control ratios of lengths of correspond-
ing elements of those fine grids, to assure that / is indeed a C'*% diffeomorphism
(see Proposition 4.1). This criterion was used by de Faria and de Melo in [7] to obtain
smoothness (see [7, Section 4.2]), and it is the one that will be used here too. Let us
point out that the fine grids constructed in [7] are not suitable for the case of more
than one critical point. As already mentioned, in Sect. 4, we will construct fine grids
adapted to the bicritical case, which is the main difference between the proof given
here and the one given by de Faria and de Melo for the case of a single critical point.

Our main task in this paper, therefore, is to prove that, for Lebesgue almost every
rotation number, C! exponential contraction of renormalization (which is the main
assumption of Theorem A) implies the local behaviour for 4 required by Proposi-
tion 4.1. This is accomplished in Sect. 5.
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Renormalization of Bicritical Circle Maps 73

We finish this introduction by pointing out that to prove exponential contraction for
the renormalization operator of multicritical circle maps is a challenging problem. In
the case of a single critical point and real-analytic dynamics, exponential contraction
was obtained in [8] for rotation numbers of bounded type, and extended in [ 19] to cover
all irrational rotation numbers. Both papers lean on complex dynamics techniques, and
therefore, an additional hypothesis is required: the criticality at both critical points
has to be an odd integer (note that this condition is also needed for the rigidity results
discussed after the statement of Theorem A). These results have been recently extended
in at least two directions: in [13], exponential contraction is obtained allowing non-
integer criticalities which are close enough to an odd integer, while in [14] and [15],
exponential contraction is established for finitely smooth critical circle maps (still
with odd integer criticalities). Finally, in the case of two critical points, it was recently
proved in [25] both existence of periodic orbits and hyperbolicity of those periodic
orbits, for real-analytic bicritical circle maps (with both critical points of cubic type).
These results were later extended to bounded combinatorics in [12], from where we
deduce Corollary 1.1 (as already explained in Sect. 1.2 above). For much more on the
dynamics of multicritical circle maps, we refer the reader to the recent survey [6].

Brief Summary

In Sect. 2, we present the basic facts about multicritical circle maps and renormalization
of commuting pairs. In Sect. 3, we state Theorem B, and we explain why it implies
Theorem A. The two remaining sections are devoted to the proof of Theorem B: in
Sect. 4, we state the announced criterion for smoothness (Proposition 4.1) and we
construct a fine grid for any given bicritical circle map, while in Sect. 5, we prove
Theorem B by establishing the assumptions of Proposition 4.1.

2 Preliminaries
2.1 Bicritical Circle Maps

Let us now define the maps which are the main object of study in the present paper.
We start with the notion of non-flat critical point.

Definition 2.1 We say that a critical point ¢ of a one-dimensional C3 map f is non-
flat of criticality d > 1 if there exists a neighbourhood W of the critical point, such
that f(x) = f(c) + ¢(x) |¢(x)|d_l forall x € W, where ¢ : W — ¢ (W) is an
orientation-preserving C* diffeomorphism satisfying ¢ (c) = 0.

Definition 2.2 A mulrticritical circle map is an orientation-preserving C3 circle home-
omorphism f having N > 1 critical points, all of which are non-flat in the sense of
Definition 2.1. If N = 2, we say that f is a bicritical circle map.

As an example, leta € [0, 1), N € N and consider fa :R — R given by

~ 1
fax)=x4+a— N sin(2QNmx).
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74 G. Estevez, P. Guarino

Since each f, has degree one and commutes with unitary translation, it is the lift of an
orientation preserving real-analytic circle homeomorphism, under the canonical uni-
versal cover x e?™% Each circle map in this family has exactly N critical points,

given by {e N e {0, 1, N —1}}, all of them with criticality equal to 3. Since
they lift to entire maps, these real analytic multicritical circle maps extend holomor-
phically to the punctured plane C\ {0}. Itis also possible to construct multicritical circle
maps whose holomorphic extensions are well defined in the whole Riemann sphere C.
Indeed, consider the one-parameter family f;, : C — C of Blaschke products given
by

z—3

fw(Z) = 6277in2 (ﬁ) for w € [0, 1).
— 32

Every map in this family leaves invariant the unit circle, and restricts to a real-analytic
critical circle map with a single critical point at 1, which is of cubic type, and with
critical value e27/®_ Moreover, by monotonicity of the rotation number, for each p €
(0, D\Q, there exists aunique @ in [0, 1), such that the rotation number of f,,|¢1 equals
p (see [3, Section 6] for more details). Now, let p, g € C with |p| > 1, |g| > 1, let
€ [0, 1) and consider g, 4.0 : :C—C given by

wmin 3 ( 27 P <-4
z)=¢e z — — . 2.1
8raold (1 —pZ> (1 —qZ> @b

Just as before, every map in this family leaves invariant the unit circle. The following
fact was proved by Zakeri in [27, Section 7].

Theorem 2.1 For any given p € (0, )\Q and § € (0, 1), there exists a unique
8p.q.0 Of the form (2.1), such that gp 4 |1 is a bicritical circle map with signature
(0:2;3,3;8,1—=9).

2.2 Real Bounds

Being a homeomorphism, a multicritical circle map f has a well-defined rotation
number. We will focus on the case where f has no periodic orbits, which is equivalent
to say that it has irrational rotation number p € [0, 1]. By the already mentioned result
of Yoccoz [26], f has no wandering intervals, and in particular, it is topologically
conjugate with the corresponding rigid rotation.

We consider the continued fraction expansion of p

pz[a()’a]?"']:
ap + ————
ar + —
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Renormalization of Bicritical Circle Maps 75

Truncating the expansion at level n — 1, we obtain the so-called convergents of p

Pn 1
- = [aO’ah""an*l] = 1
qn

ap +

L1
P S
L

an—1

The sequence of denominators {g, },cN satisfies the following recursive formula (see
for instance [18, Chapter I, Theorem 1, page 4]):

qg=1, q1=a0, Ggun+1=0anqn+qun—1 foralln=>1.

As mentioned in the introduction, the set A C (0, 1) considered in the statement of
Theorem A was introduced by de Faria and de Melo in the nineties [7, Section 4.4].
Its precise definition is the following.

Definition 2.3 Let A C (0, 1) be the set of rotation numbers p = [ag, ay, .. .] satis-
fying

(1) limsup,_,, & ijg loga; < oo,
(2) limy—oc ;; loga, =0,

k
@) 5 X logaj < o (3),

for all 0 < n < k, where w is a monotone function (that depends on the rotation
number), such that w(¢) > 0 for all + > 0, and such that r w(t) — O ast — 0.

The set A has full Lebesgue measure in (0, 1); see [7, Appendix C] for a proof.
Obviously, all bounded type numbers satisfy the three conditions above (recall that p is
of bounded type if sup, . {a,} is finite). We would like to remark that all constructions
to be performed in Sect. 4 can be done for any irrational rotation number: conditions
(1)-(3) in Definition 2.3 will only be considered in Sect. 5.

Let f a multicritical circle map, x € S' and n € N. We denote by I, (x) the interval
with endpoints x and f? (x), which contains the point f4'+2(x). The collection of
intervals

Pa) = [f1Ua@): 0= <qun =1} U [F Um0 0= =g, 1]

is a partition of the circle (modulo endpoints) called the standard n-th dynamical
partition associated with the point x. The following fundamental geometric control
was obtained by Herman [16] and Swiatek [20] in the eighties.

Theorem 2.2 (The real bounds) Given N € N and d > 1 let Fy 4 be the family of
multicritical circle maps with at most N critical points whose maximum criticality is
bounded by d. There exists a constant C = C(N, d) > 1 with the following property:
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76 G. Estevez, P. Guarino

forany given f € Fn 4 and c € Crit(f), there exists ng € N, such that for alln > ng
and every pair of adjacent intervals I, J € Py(c), we have

A detailed proof of Theorem 2.2 can also be found in [10, 11]. Given two positive
numbers « and f, we say that « is comparable to B if there exists a constant K > 1
depending only on C (from Theorem 2.2) such that K!8 < « < K f. This relation
will be denoted @ < B. We finish Sect. 2.2 with the following four consequences of
the real bounds, that will be useful later.

Remark 2.3 Let I € P,(c) and let J be an interval, such that I/ € J C I*, where I*
denotes the union of 7 with its left and right neighbours in P, (c). Then, |I| < |J|.

Corollary 2.4 Let f be a multicritical circle map and ¢ € Crit(f). There exists a
constant 0 < p < 1, such that for all n > ny, the following holds: if Py+1(c) 5 1 C
J € Py(c), then |I| < ul|J|.

Corollary 2.5 (C'-bounds). Let f be a multicritical circle map and ¢ € Crit(f). There
exists a constant K = K (f) > 1, such that for all n > ny and x € J,(c), we have

o Dfin+i(x) < K, ifx € I,(c).
o Dfin(x) <K, ifx € I1+1(c).

We say that two adjacent intervals / and J are symmetric if their extreme points
are f~9(x), x, f9 (x) for some x € Slandn € N.

Corollary 2.6 Any two adjacent symmetric intervals are comparable to each other.

Both Remark 2.3 and Corollary 2.4 follow straightforward from the real bounds.
For a proof of Corollary 2.5, see [11, Lemma 3.1], and for a proof of Corollary 2.6,
see [10, Lemma 3.3].

2.3 Multicritical Commuting Pairs

In this section, we introduce the notion of multicritical commuting pairs, a natural
generalization of the already classical notion of critical commuting pairs.

Definition 2.4 A C” multicritical commuting pair (» > 3) with N = Ny + Ny —

1 critical points is a pair ¢ = (7, &) consisting of two C” orientation-preserving
homeomorphisms & : I¢ — &(I¢) and 5 : I, — n(I,)) with a finite number of non-flat
critical points yp, ..., yn,—1 = 0and Bp =0, B1, ..., Bn,—1, respectively, satisfying

(1) It =[n(0), 0] and I, = [0, £(0)] are compact intervals in the real line;

(2) (n08)(0) = (& on(0) #0;

(3) Dé(x) >Oforally; <x < ¥yi+1,i €{0,1,..., Ny — 1} and Dn(x) > 0 for all
ﬂj <X <16j+1 _19.] € {0917~'-7N2_ 1}’

(4) The origin has the same criticality for » than for &;
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Renormalization of Bicritical Circle Maps 77

Fig.1 A bicritical commuting

pair ¢ = (1, %) é“

(5) Foreach 1 <k < r, we have that D* (£ 0 )(0) = DX (1 0 £)(0), where D* and
Dﬁ represent the kth left and right derivative, respectively (Fig. 1).

Let &1 = (91, &1) and & = (2, &) be two C" multicritical commuting pairs, and

letty : [71(0), &1(0)] — [—1, 1]and 13 : [172(0), £&2(0)] — [—1, 1] be the two Mobius
transformations given by

7;(n;(0)) = —1, ;(0) =0 and 1;(&(0)) =1, foreachi e {I,2}.

Definition 2.5 For any given 0 < k < r, we define the Ck distance between ¢1 and &
as

mo)  m)
£0) &)

dk(§1,C2)=maX{ , IITloClotl_l—tzoé“zof{lllk},

where | - || denotes the C¥ norm for maps in the interval [—1, 1] with a discontinuity
at the origin.

Note that d (, ) is not a distance but a pseudo-distance, since it is invariant under
conjugacies with homothetias. To have a distance, we restrict our attention to normal-
ized pairs: for any given pair { = (7, £), we denote by E the pair (7] i Z§| i ), where
tilde means linear rescaling by the factor 1/|7;|. In other words, |Z,| = 1and I~g has
length equal to the ratio between the lengths of /¢ and I,,. Equivalently, E(O) = 1and
10) = —|Ie| /Iy = n(0)/(0).
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78 G. Estevez, P. Guarino

2.4 Renormalization of Multicritical Commuting Pairs

Definition 2.6 We define the period of the pair ¢ = (1, &) as the natural number a,
such that

n“T1E0)) < 0 < n?(£(0)),

when such number exists, and we denote it by x (¢). If such a does not exist, we just
define x (¢) = o0

Definition 2.7 Let { = (5, £) be a multicritical commuting pair with (¢ o n)(0) € I,
and x (¢) = a < oo. We define the renormalization of ¢ as the normalization of the

pair (n]jo,pa )1 » 1“0 &l1,), that is
(3 . i fle
R(&) = (”'[o,na@(om’ 1 °$|15)-

If ¢ is a multicritical commuting pair with x (R/¢) < oo for0 < j <n — 1, we
say that ¢ is n-times renormalizable, and if x (R/¢) < oo forall j € N, we say that
¢ is infinitely renormalizable. In the last case, we define the rotation number of ¢ as
the irrational number whose continued fraction expansion is given by

(X (@), x(RE), ..., x(R"0), ....].

Now, let f be a C" multicritical circle map with irrational rotation number p and N
critical points co, . .., cy—1. For each critical point ¢;, f induces a sequence of multi-
critical commuting pairs in the following way: let fbe the lift of f (under the universal
covering ¢t — ¢; - exp(2mit)), such that 0 < f(O) < 1 (and note that Df(O) = 0).
Forn > 1, let E(c,) be the closed interval in R, containing the origin as one of its
extreme points, which is prOJected onto I,,(c;). We deﬁne & n+1(Cz) — R and
n: Ty(ci) —> R byéE=T"Pro fq" andn = T Prtl o f‘i"+1 where T is the unitary
translation 7'(x) = x + 1. Then, the pair (9|7, ). §17, Tt (¢;)) 1s an infinitely renormal-
izable multicritical commuting pair, that we denote by (f9+'|;, ), f4 |1,,1(c))- Its
normalization will be denoted by R f, that is (Fig. 2)

R:lf (fq'l‘H |Iz1(¢ )’ f |In+l(ct)) ’

3 A Reduction of Theorem A

In this section, we reduce our main result, namely Theorem A, to Theorem B, which is
slightly easier to prove. Right after its statement, we explain why Theorem B implies
Theorem A.

Theorem B Let f and g be C? bicritical circle maps with the same irrational rotation
number in the set A. Suppose that both f and g have the same signature and exactly
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Renormalization of Bicritical Circle Maps 79

Fig.2 The nth and (n + 1)th
renormalization of f, before
rescaling

the same critical set (in other words, there exists a topological conjugacy h fixing each
critical point). Assume, finally, that there exist C > 1 and 0 < pu < 1, such that for
each c; € Crit(f), we have

112 (c)
1 (e

-1 <Cu" and d\(R}f,Rig) <Cu".

Then, h is a C'* diffeomorphism for some o > 0.

Let us briefly explain why Theorem B implies Theorem A. First we note that, as
pointed out in [7, Proposition 2.2], the real bounds (Theorem 2.2) imply that expo-
nential convergence of renormalization is preserved under conjugacy with a smooth
diffeomorphism. Let us be more precise.

Lemma3.1 Letr > 1, f a C" multicritical circle map and ¢ a C" circle diffeomor-
phism. There exist C = C(f,¢) > 0and 0 < u = p(f) < 1, such that, for all
k<r—1andalln € N, we have

d(Rif. Ri@ofop™h)=Cu,
Sfor any given critical point c; of f, where R} (¢ o f o =) denotes the n-th renor-
malization of ¢ o f o ¢~ around its critical point ¢ (c;).
The following result is borrowed from [7, Lemma 4.7].

Lemma 3.2 Let f and g be two multicritical circle maps with the same critical set,
such that there exist C > 0 and 0 < p < 1 satisfying do(R f, Rl'g) < C " for all
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80 G. Estevez, P. Guarino

i €{0,...,N — 1} and for all n € N. Then, the ratio {llf(ci)|/|1,{(c,~)|} converges

to a limit exponentially fast for alli € {0, ..., N — 1}. Moreover, for allm, k > 1, we
have
i ()| |1,§<c,->|‘ R ——1 A A
1 el 1 el| 11/ )

We remark that estimate (3.1) given by Lemma 3.2 will also be useful in Sect. 5,
during the proof of Lemma 5.1. With Lemmas 3.1 and 3.2 at hand, it is not difficult
to see that Theorem B implies Theorem A. Indeed, let f and g be C? bicritical circle
maps with the same signature, such that its common rotation number belongs to the
set .A. Assume, moreover, that the renormalizations of f and g around corresponding
critical points converge together exponentially fast in the C! topology. By Lemma 3.1,
we can conjugate one of the two maps (say g) with a suitable C* diffeomorphism
that identifies the critical points of g with those of f, while preserving the exponential
contraction in the C! metric. By Lemma 3.2, we can choose the previous conjugacy in
such a way that the limit of the sequence {|Z; (c;)|/ 1L (e |} is in fact equal to 1, for
alli € {0, ..., N —1}. By Theorem B, f and g are conjugate to each other by a C1+¢
diffeomorphism, for some o > 0. This shows that Theorem B implies Theorem A.

Sections 4 and 5 (the remainder of this paper) are devoted to the proof of Theorem B.

4 Fine Grids

Let f and g be C? bicritical circle maps with the same irrational rotation number in
the set A (recall Definition 2.3). Suppose that both f and g have the same signature
and exactly the same critical set, and let 4 be the homeomorphism considered in the
statement of Theorem B (Sect. 3). As explained in the introduction, we would like
to prove that & “almost preserves” ratios between lengths of intervals, provided that
we consider very small intervals, which are very close to each other. To achieve this,
we will construct in this section a suitable sequence of nested partitions of the unit
circle, such that it will be enough to control the action of 4 on the vertices of those
partitions. The specific type of partitions that we need in the present paper are given
by the following definition, which is borrowed from [7, Section 4.2].

Definition 4.1 A fine grid is a sequence {Q,},>¢ of finite interval partitions of S 1
satisfying the following three conditions.

(1) Each 9,1 is a strict refinement of Q,;;

(2) There exists b € N such that each atom of 9,, coincides with the union of at most
b atoms of Q4 1;

(3) There exists C > 1, such that C~'|I| < |J| < C |I| for each pair of adjacent
atoms I, J € Q,,.

The fundamental property of fine grids that we will use here is the following crite-
rion, which is [7, Proposition 4.3(b)].
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Proposition 4.1 Let {Qy},en be a fine grid as in Definition 4.1. Let h be a circle
homeomorphism, such that there exist constants C > 0 and A € (0, 1) satisfying

LI LICOI N Y @1
71 | = '

for each pair of adjacent intervals I, J € Q,, and for all n € N. Then, h is a C'T*-
diffeomorphism.

Sketch of the proof of Proposition 4.1 As it easily follows from Definition 4.1, given a
fine grid {9} },eN, there exist constants Co > 1 and 0 < Ag < A < 1, such that

1
— Ap < min {|/]} < I} < CoA| foralln eN. 4.2
o 20 < min (|11} < max {|7]} < CoA} foralln 4.2)

Moreover, an immediate consequence of condition (4.1) in the statement is that the
image under /4 of the fine grid {Q,},en is also a fine grid. From this and (4.2), we
deduce that the sequence of piecewise affine homeomorphisms that coincide with &
on the vertices of each Q, converges uniformly (C® exponentially fast) to 4. Since
each fine grid is determined by a finite number of vertices, these approximations have
a well-defined right-derivative (which is a step function with finitely many jumps),
and it can be proved [combining Definition 4.1, (4.1), and (4.2)] that these right
derivatives converge uniformly to an «-Holder continuous function (whose Holder
constant « depends on A and Xg). By elementary reasons, this implies that 4 is a
C 't diffeomorphism. For more details, see [7, pages 357—358]. O

We remark that the standard partitions P, (see Sect. 2.2) do not determine a fine
grid, unless the rotation number of f is of bounded type. Our goal in this section
is to construct a suitable fine grid for any given bicritical circle map f, while in
Sect. 5, we will prove that such fine grid (together with the topological conjugacy
h considered in Theorem B) satisfies the assumptions of Proposition 4.1. This will
establish Theorem B. As already explained in Sect. 3, Theorem B implies our main
result, namely Theorem A.

4.1 Auxiliary Partitions

Let f be a C3 bicritical circle map with irrational rotation number p € (0, 1) and
critical points c¢g and c¢; (we will focus now on cp, but of course, all constructions
below can be done with c1). As explained in Sect. 2.4, for any given n € N, the
first return map of f to J,,(co) = I+1(co) U I,(co) is given by the commuting pair
(FI 11, cors £ |11 (co))- This return map has two critical points as well: one of them
being cg itself, and the other one being the unique preimage of ¢ for the return (note
that they coincide if, and only if, ¢ belongs to the positive orbit of cp). Such a critical
point for the return map will be called the free critical point at level n, and it will be
denoted by c,,.
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Definition 4.2 A natural number 7 is a two-bridges level for f at cq if a,11 > 23, the
free critical point ¢, belongs to I, (co)\ In+2(co) and moreover

an+1—10

(WSS U Aj,

j=l11

where A; = f(j_l)qnﬂﬂ" (I,,+1 (co)) forall j € {1,...,an+1}.

Remark 4.1 Of course, there is nothing special about the number 23. It is just an
arbitrary choice that we fix throughout the remainder of this paper.

In this subsection, we construct a sequence {73"}" o of finite interval partitions
(modulo endpoints) of the unit circle, satisfying the following six properties.

(1) Each partition P, is dynamically defined from the critical set of f: all its vertices
are iterates (either forward or backward) of co or cy.

(2) Both 1ntervals I,,(co) and I,,+1(co) belong to 73

(3) The partition 79,,+1 is a refinement of 73,1 each 1nterval of 73 either 001n01des with
the disjoint union of at least two intervals of 73,,+1 , or belongs itself to 77,,+1 (in
which case it coincides with the disjoint union of at least two intervals of 7’5,1+2).

(4) If n is a two-bridges level for f at ¢, the free critical point ¢, is a vertex of ’75,,+1.

(5) Any vertex of the standard partition P, belongs to 7/5,,1 for some m > n.

(6) There exists a constant C > 1 (depending only on f), such that cli<\J <
C |1| for each pair of adjacent atoms I, J € P,,.

The first five properties above describe the combinatorics of the sequenceA{’ﬁn},
while Item (6) bounds its geometry. The main difference between the partitions P, and
the standard partitions P, (co) is Item (4). The partitions ﬁn will be called auxiliary
partitions around cg. Just as the standard partitions, they do not determine a fine grid,
unless the rotation number of f is of bounded type. However, in Sect. 4.2, we will use
these auxiliary partitions to finally build a fine grid {Q,,},<n for the bicritical circle
map f (this fine grid will be extracted from the auxiliary partitions, in the sense that
any vertex of 9, will also be a vertex of P, ; see Proposition 4.2 in Sect. 4.2.4 below).
Further properties of the auxiliary partitions (such as Lemma 4.6 below) will be useful
in Sect. 5.

4.1.1 Building Auxiliary Partitions

For the initial partition 730, we simply consider the standard partition Py(co) that is:

Po = Potco) = {[/ (o). fH )]+ i €40, a0 = 1T} U{[7(co), col},

where a is the integer part of 1/p (see Sect. 2.2). Now, we fix some n € N and we
build Pn+1 from Pn (this defines inductively the whole sequence {Pn}neN)
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Cn
f*qn“ f*Qnﬁ»l f%+1 fqn‘f’l ! f*qnﬂ f*‘IVH»l f4n+1 f%+1
RN RN >~ VS ! RN PR VS VS
\ | L | | [ ] \ R | | I I
\ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ [
041 1 A AN— AN—r+1 An -
In+2 Aa7v,+l Au": An-H A[ An Anl Anr+ A}’;rl Ag ! A1

Fig.3 The auxiliary partition 7>n+1 inside 1, (cg), for a two-bridges level n

On one hand, if n is a two-bridges level for f at ¢, consider the following three pair-
wise disjoint fundamental domains for f97+!, all of them contained in 1, (co)\ Z,+2(co)

(Fig. 3):

fqn( n+1 (CO))
A, = [fqnﬂ(cn)» cn]a

A — f(an+1—1)qn+1 (A) = [fqn+2 (co), f(an+1—l)qn+1+qn (CO)]~

an+1
For each j € Z, denote by A?, A and AénH the intervals f/9+1(A}), fian+1(A,)
and f/'q"+l (Ag,,,), respectively. Let r(n), £(n) € {0, ..., ay41} be given by

rm)=min{j e N: A,/ NA] #£0) and €(mn) =min{j € N: A, NA) #0).
Note that the intersections above may be given by a single point. Just to fix ideas,
let us assume that A‘e A\AL € Alfhand A;\A] C A", and consider A’I’QL] =

AUA;" and AT = A —L UAL. With this at hand, we define the auxiliary partition

PR An+1
Pr+1 inside I, (cp), for a two-bridges level n, as

S ={(—1 1y RJ -1 1 ivj=r—1
Pl = {Int2(co). {Ag7 Vg™ AP (RN, A% (a7

and we spread this definition to the whole circle in the usual way:

Pt = (losr(e0) : 0= =g~ 1]

V{1 e Pl 0= = annn — 1}

On the other hand, if n is not a two-bridges level for f at co, we would like to
consider Pn+1 just as the standard partition P,,11(cg). However, P, 1 (co) is given
only by iterates of c(, and then it does not have c¢; as a vertex for any two-bridges level
i €{0,...,n — 1}. In other words, the partition P,1|(co) is not a refinement of ﬁn
(unless, of course, no previous level was a two-bridges level). To correct this flaw, we
simply proceed as follows: for any given vertex v of P, let w be the vertex of Prn+1(co)
closest to v (in the Euclidean distance). Then, we just replace w by v: we remove w
from P,,4+1(cp), and we add v to this partition (in case v is the middle point of the
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interval of P, 11 (cp) that contains it, we just add it to P41 (co) without removing any
point). After this replacement procedure, we denote by 73n+ 1 the obtained partition.

With this construction at hand, we define inductively the sequence of finite partitions
{7/5,, }n eN of the unit circle. The combinatorial properties (1) to (5) listed above are not
difficult to check, while Item (6) follows by combining the following lemma with the
real bounds (Theorem 2.2).

Lemma4.2 IfA € ﬁn and A’ € P, (cy) are two atoms, such that A N A" % (, then
[A] < |A].

Proof of Lemma 4.2 We fix some n and we prove the desired comparability for inter-
secting atoms of P, 11 and Pp1(co), respectively. For a two-bridges level n (for f at
o), we have three different types of atoms of P, 1:

e The following atoms of ﬁn+1 also belong to Py,41(co):

(Ins1(c0)) 1 0<i < gu — 1,

"(Ing2(c0)) : 0 <i < gny1 — 1,

I
7
FA):0<j<t-1,0<i<qu1—1,
ri(a

L

) 0<j=<r—-1,0<i<gpp—1L

e For the atoms f"(A'iH) and fi(A'I'e+l), with 0 < i < gu+1 — 1, we just note the
following: both f"(Aa’n‘;l) and f* (A7) belong to P41 (co) forany 0 < i < gni1—
1, and then, we can apply Remark 2.3 with I = f*(A, €+1) and J = f"(A’iH),
and also with / = f/(A) and J = fi(A’I’-‘,+1).

e Foranyl—r < j <{—1landanyO <i < g,41—1, theinterval fi(gj) intersects
at most two atoms of P,,1(co), say / and J, both being consecutive fundamental
domains of £+ Since fi(Al) C TUJ C FIAITYU FIAHU FIAIT, we
are done by Corollary 2.6.

Therefore, we have comparability when 7 is a two-bridges level. Finally, by the real
bounds, if n is not a two-bridges level, then the replacement procedure described above
(to build the auxiliary partition ﬁn+ 1 from the standard partition 7,41 (cp)) creates
neither small nor big intervals, since, given a missing vertex of 7/5,!, we remove from
Pu+1(co) its closest vertex. Therefore, we also have comparability when n is not a
two-bridges level. O

As proved in [10, Lemma 4.1], any two intersecting atoms belonging to the same
level of the standard dynamical partitions of two distinct critical points are comparable.
When combined with Lemma 4.2, this gives us the following fact that will be mentioned
in Sect. 5 (during the proof of Lemma 5.7).

Corollary4.3 If A € 73,1 and A’ € Py (cy) are two atoms, such that AN\ A" # {, then
[A] =< |A].

In Sect. 5, we will also use the following immediate consequence of properties (3)
and (6) of the auxiliary partitions.
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CoroIIAary4.4 There exists u € (0, 1), such that |J| < wl|l| for all I € ’ﬁn and
J e Puyrwithd C 1.

4.1.2 A Combinatorial Remark

We finish Sect. 4.1 with Lemma 4.6 below, which is an adaptation of [7, Lemma 4.9]
to the auxiliary partitions, that is going to be crucial in Sect. 5, during the proof of
Lemma 5.1. Let us point out first the following fact that follows straightforward from
our construction.

Lemma4.5 Letn € Nand y € J,(co)\Jn+1(co). Then, the following holds.

e If n is not a two-bridges level, there exist x € J,4+1(co), 0 € {0, 1} and k € Z,
with |k| < Tapy1/2], such that y = fkant1+0an (x),

e If nis a two-bridges level, there exist x € J,+1(co) U En, oe{0,1}andk € Z,
with |k| < €(n) and |k| < r(n), such that y = f*dn+1+0an (y),

By induction, we obtain the following description (for more details, see [7, pages
363-364]).

Lemma4.6 Letn, p € N, andlet v be avertex 0f73n+p containedin Jy, (cg). Then, there
existL € {l,...,plandn <my < --- <myp <n+p,suchthat v = @io---opr(x),
where

e Foreach j € {1,..., L} we have ¢; = frim 1% g some oj € {0,1}

and k; € 7, where each k; either satisfies |kj| < £(m;) and |k;| < r(m;j) or
|kjl < [am;+1/21, depending on whether m j is or is not a two-bridges level (for
f atcop).

e for each j € {1,...,L — 1}, the point ¢j| o --- o ¢r(x) either belongs to
ij+1(co) U ij or to ij+1(co), depending on whether m is or is not a two-
bridges level.

e There existsm € {my, ..., n—+ p}, such that the initial condition x either belongs
to {co, fIm+2(cp), cm} or to {co, Sfdm+2 (co)}, depending on whether m is or is
not a two-bridges level.

As already mentioned, the auxiliary partitions do not determine a fine grid, unless
the rotation number of f is of bounded type. In the next subsection, we finally construct
a fine grid for f.

4.2 Building a Fine Grid

In the remainder of Sect. 4, we adapt the construction of [7, Section 4.3] to our setting,
following the exposition in [10]. More precisely, in Sects. 4.2.1, 4.2.2 and 4.2.3, we
follow [10, Sections 4.4—4.6], while in Sect. 4.2.4, we follow [10, Section 5.2].
4.2.1 Intermediate Partitions

Definition 4.3 We define bridges for the auxiliary partitions as follows.
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A, AL
Fig.4 The bridges 51 and 62 contained in I, (cp), for a two-bridges level n

° I/f\ n is a two-bridges level f/qr f at <0 (see Definition 4.2), then the bridges of
Pu+il1, (o) are the intervals G| and G given by (Fig. 4)

r—1 r—1 -1 —1
Gi=|Ja]uartuy U A, and Gy = U Aj U AT Y U AL
j=1 j=2 j=1 j=0

e If a,1+1 > 23 but n is not a two- brldges level, note that all intervals A; with j €
{12, ..., a,4+1 — 11} belong to 73,1+ 1, since the replacement procedure described
in the previous section will not affect their vertices. In this case, we consider a
single bridge of Py,y1l1,(c), Which is the interval G given by

apt1—11

- U

In both cases, the bridges of Prz+l are the iterates, between 0 and g, — 1, of the
bridges of 73,,+1 [1,(co)- Finally, if a,, 11 < 22, no bridges are defined for 79,,+1

Let I be a bridge OfA Pn+1, that is, I is the union of a certain number of adjacent
intervals belonging to P, . Following the terminology used in [7] and [10], we say
that / is a:

(a) Regular bridge, if the bridge is formed by less than 1000 intervals of 73;14;1-
(b) Saddle-node bridge, if the bridge is formed by at least 1000 intervals of P,,41.

Any atom of 7/5n+1 disjoint from all bridges will be called a regular interval. In par-
ticular, if a,4; < 22, all intervals of ?,,H are regular, since no bridges were defined.

Finally, the intermediate partition Py 1 is defined as the union of all regular intervals
and all brldges (regular or saddle node) of the auxiliary partition 73,,+ 1 (note that 73,,+ 1
is finer than 73 but coarser than Pn+1, which is why we call it intermediate).

Remark 4.7 Any atom of 73,, is the union of at most 48 atoms of 79,1+1. This fact will
be mentioned in Sect. 4.2.4, during the proof of Proposition 4.2.

The following lemma shows that all intervals of 73,1+ 1 contained in the same atom
of P, are pairwise comparable.

Lemma 4.8 Any interval of the intermediate partition P, 1 is comparable to the inter-
val of the auxiliary partition ‘P, that contains it.

In the proof of Lemma 4.8, we will use the following fact, which is [5, Lemma
4.2].
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Lemma4.9 Letn ‘be a two-bridges level, and let j € {1, ..., ay+1} be such that the
interval Aj = f(ffl)q"“*q" (In+1(co)) C I, (co) contains the free critical point ¢, of
[+t Then

‘fi(Aj)‘x‘fi(I,,(co))‘ foralli € {0, ..., qnis — 1).

Proof of Lemma 4.8 Note first that, by Lemma 4.2, it is enough to prove that any regular
interval or bridge of 7’"+1 is comparable to the interval of P, (co) that contains it.

o If a1 < 22, we have Pn—i—l = Pn+1, and then, Lemma 4.8 follows from the
real bounds (Theorem 2.2) and the fact, already mentioned, that the replacement
procedure (to build 7’5,,_“ from P,41(co)) creates no small atoms.

o Ifa,+1 > 22, but n is not a two-bridges level, we have two different types of
elements in P4 1.

— By the real bounds, any interval of P, (co) of the form f* ( n+1 (co)) with
0<i<g,—1, f(n+2(c0))w1th0<z < qn+1 — 1, orf(A ) with j €
{1,..., 11}U{a,+1—10, ..., a,4+1}and0 < i < g, 41— 1iscomparable to the
interval of P, (co) that contains it. Using again that the replacement procedure
creates no small atoms, we deduce Lemma 4.8 for any regular interval of P,
which is not a bridge.

— Any bridge of ﬁn+] contains an interval which is adjacent to one of the intervals
considered in the previous item, and we are done by the real bounds and
Property (6) of the auxiliary partitions.

e For a two-bridges level n, we have four different types of elements in 5n+ 1.

— The case of I being an iterate of I,,+1(co), I,+2(co) or Ay follows from the
real bounds.

- Let] = fi(’A\,,) forsomei € {0, ..., gu+1 — 1}, and let A € P,41(co) be the
interval that contains the free critical point ¢,. By Lemma 4.9, we have

‘fi(A)‘ = ‘fi(ln(co))‘ foralli € {0, 1,....qns1 — 1},

while by Corollary 2.6, we have |fi(3 ) = |f’(A . Therefore,
| n(co))| = | FHA)] < [f1(A) U f! (A A= (An)l see Fig. 5.

— Just as in the previous item, we have | f* (A D =< | f' (I (co))| for all i €

{0,....gnt1 — 1}

— Just as before, if 1 is a bridge of P, 1, it contains an interval which is adjacent
to one of the intervals in the previous items (and then, we are done by the real
bounds and Property (6) of the auxiliary partitions).

]

Remark 4.10 For any given bridge Gicl, (co), denote by G* C I,(co) the union of
G with its two neighbours in the auxiliary partition 73,,+1 and note that the map f9+! :
1nt(Gj‘) — fdnt (mt(Gf)) is a diffeomorphism. By Lemma 4.8, both neighbours of
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Fig.5 The interval A of the

1 - 1
standard partition P, 11 (co) an+ (A) A f Int (A)
containing the free critical point :
¢y, for a two-bridges level n

G, are comparable to it (since they are comparable to 1, (cp)), and the same happens to
all its images up to time g, 1. Therefore, by the standard Koebe’s distortion principle
[9, Section IV.3, Theorem 3.1], there exists a constant K > 1, depending only on the
real bounds, such that

1 Dfix) P .
— < - < K forall x, G; and 1,..., .
K =Dfioy) = orallx,y € G;and j € { Gn+1}

This remark will be useful in Sect. 4.2.3, to propagate some geometric bounds from
bridges contained in I, (co) to any bridge along the unit circle.

4.2.2 Balanced Decompositions of Almost Parabolic Maps

Recall that the Schwarzian derivative of a one-dimensional C* map ¢ is the differential
operator defined at regular points by

D% 3 (D))’
S0 = D00 _§<D¢(x>) '

Definition 4.4 An almost parabolic map is a C* diffeomorphism
¢: JLHTULU---UJp - HLUJBU---Uldpyr,

where Ji, Ja, ..., Joy1 are adjacent intervals on the circle (or on the line), with the
following properties.

(i) One has ¢ (J,) = Jy4q foralll <v < ¢;
(i) The Schwarzian derivative of ¢ is everywhere negative.
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The positive integer £ is called the length of ¢, and the positive real number

) [J1] [J¢l
o = min 7 , 7
[Uiy Dol 1Yy Dol

is called the width of ¢.

The following property about the geometry of the fundamental domains of an almost
parabolic map is due to Yoccoz.

Lemma 4.11 (Yoccoz). Let ¢ : \J'_, J, — U LS J, be an almost parabolic map with

length £ and width o. There exists a constant C, > 1 (depending on o but not on £),
such that, forallv = 1,2, ..., ¢, we have

c 1| Coll|
. < L < — ,
[min{v, £ + 1 — v}]? [min{v, £ + 1 — v}]?

(4.3)

where I =\J'_, J, is the domain of ¢.

A proof of this lemma can be found in [7, Appendix B, page 386]. The follow-
ing result is [10, Lemma 4.5], and its proof is a fairly immediate application of
Lemma 4.11.

Lemma4.12 Let ¢ be an almost parabolic map with domain I = U€=1 Jy, and let
d € N be largest such that 241 < £/2. There exists a descending chain of (closed)
intervals

I=MyDM DD Mgy

forwhich, letting L;, R; denote the (left and right) connected components of M;\M; 11
forall 0 <i <d, the following properties hold.

(i) Eachofthe intervals L;, R; is the union of exactly 2! adjacent atoms (fundamental
domains) of I.
(i) We have

d d
I'=JLi v My U R 4.4)
(=0 (=0

(iii) Foreach0 <i <d,wehave|L;| < |M;+1| < |R;|, with comparability constants
depending only on the width o of ¢.

A decomposition of the form (4.4) satisfying properties (i), (ii), (iii) of Lemma 4.12

is called a balanced decomposition of I. The intervals M;, 0 <i < d + 1, are said to
be central, whereas the intervals L;, R;, 0 <i < d, are said to be lateral.
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Remark 4.13 As it follows from Yoccoz’s Lemma 4.11, the following fact holds true
for the fundamental domains J, (1 < v < £) of any almost parabolic map ¢: for all
1<k<l<m<{, onehas

Vg1l + 12l + -+ Il k(m —1)
k1] + g2l 4 - - 4+ 1] m(l — k)’

with comparability constant depending only on the width o of ¢. In particular, if the
interval | ", | J, is contained in a lateral or the final central interval of a balanced
decomposition as in (4.4), and if m — [ is at most four times larger than / — k (and vice
versa), one has |Ji41| + [Jikt2| + - - -+ || < |11 + 1142l + - - -+ | |, again with
comparability constant depending only on the width of ¢. This fact will be useful in
Sect. 4.2.4, during the proof of Proposition 4.2.

4.2.3 Balanced Decompositions of Bridges

We recall now [11, Lemma 4.1].

Lemma 4.14 For any given multicritical circle map f and any critical point c¢g € S!
of f, there exists no = no(f) € N, such that for all n > ng, we have that

Sfj (x) <0 forall j e{l,...,qus+1}and forall x € I,(co) regular point offj.
Likewise, we have
Sfi(x) <0 forall j€{l,...,q,}andforall x € 1,141 (co) regular point of f7.

At this point, we would like to apply Lemma 4.12 to any saddle-node bridge G, of
75,,4_1 1, (co)» for n > ng. Indeed, by construction, the map ¢ = f4n+! |§i has no critical
points; hence, it is a diffeomorphism onto its image. Moreover, by Lemma 4.14, ¢
has negative Schwarzian derivative. Finally, note that by Lemma 4.8 and Property
(6) of the auxiliary partitions, the width of ¢ only depends on the real bounds. The
only problem seems to be that, for a two-bridges level n, both bridges G and G
of 7/5,14_ 111,(co) contain an element of the auxiliary partition ﬁ1+ 1 which may not be a
fundamental domain for f9+!, namely A’}eﬂ and A’i“, respectively. However, both
of these intervals contain a fundamental domain and are contained in the union of
such fundamental domain with one of its adjacent fundamental domains. Therefore,
estimate (4.3) of Lemma 4.11 still holds, just by adjusting constants.

In other words, there exists a balanced decomposition for any saddle-node bridge of
Putil I,(co) (With uniform comparability constants, depending only on the real bounds
for f). With this at hand, we use Remark 4.10 to spread this decomposition to all
bridges around the unit circle, to obtain the following result, which is the goal of
Sects. 4.2.2 and 4.2.3 .

Lemma 4.15 There exists a balanced decomposition for any saddle-node bridge of
Prut1, with uniform comparability constants depending only on the real bounds for f.
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We finish Sect. 4.2.3 with the following estimate (borrowed from [7, Lemma 4.11]),
which will be useful in Sect. 5 (during the proof of Lemma 5.7).

Lemma 4.16 There exists a constant M > 1 depending only on the real bounds, such
that for all k, p € N, we have that if I € Pk, J e Pk+p and J C I, then

2
] < MP (agy1 akq2 .. axsp)” 11
Moreover, the same estimate holds replacing J with its return f4%+1(J).

Lemma 4.16 follows from Lemma 4.6, Lemma 4.8, Lemma 4.14, Yoccoz’s
Lemma 4.11, Remark 4.10, and a simple inductive argument.

4.2.4 The Fine Grid

In Proposition 4.2, we finally construct a fine grid for f. The partition Q, that we
want is constructed from P and P,, for various values of m < n. At this point, our
construction is essentially the same as in [7, pages 359-361] or [10, pages 5612—
5614]. We reproduce it here just for the convenience of the reader.

Proposition 4.2 There exists a fine grid {Q,} in S' with the following properties.

(a) Every atom of Qy is the union of at most b = 1000 atoms of Qp1.
(b) Every atom A € Q, is a union of atoms ome and Py, for some m < n, and
there are four possibilities:

(b1) A is a single atom of 7?:,,,, contained in a bridge atom of ﬁm;

(ba) A is a single atom of Py,; _

(b3) A is a central interval of a saddle-node bridge atom of Py,;

(bg) A is the union Qf at least two atoms of 73m, contained in a saddle-node
bridge atom of Py,.

Remark 4.17 _Any vertex of Q, is a vertex of Pm for some m < n, and then, it is also
a vertex of Pn In other words, the auxiliary partition Pn is a refinement of the fine
grid 9.

Proof of Proposition 4.2 The proof is by induction on n. The first partition Q) consists
of all atoms of P; which are not saddle-node atoms, together with the intervals L,
M and Ry of each saddle-node interval I € 731 (I = Lo U M U Ry). Itis clear that
each atom of Q; falls within one of the categories (b1)-(b3) above.

Assuming Q, has been defined, we define O, as follows. Take an atom I € O,
and consider the four cases below.

(1) If 1 is a single atom of ﬁm, we break it into the union of at most 48 atoms of
Pm+1 (recall Remark 4.7), and take them as atoms of Q,,+1, all of which are of
type (b2). ~

(2) If I is a single atom of P, then one of two things can happen:
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(i) I is a saddle-node atom: In this case, write I = Lo U M| U Ry as above and
take Lo, Ro, and M; as atoms of Q. Note that the lateral intervals Lg and
Ry are atoms of type (b1), while the central interval M is of type (b3).

(i1) I is not a saddle-node atom: Here, there are two sub-cases to consider. The
first possibility is that [ is a single (regular) atom of Py, and we proceed as in
Item (1) above. The second possibility is that / is a (regular) bridge, in which
case we break it up into its < 1000 constituent atoms of ﬁm+1, and take them
as atoms of 9,11, all of which are of type (b;).

(3) If I is a central interval of a saddle-node bridge atom of ﬁm, then one of two
things can happen. If I is the final central interval, proceed as in Item (4) below
(unless [ is just a single atom of Py, in which case and we proceed as in Item
(1) above). If I is a central interval which is not the final interval, consider the
next central interval inside 7, say M, and the two corresponding lateral intervals
L and R, such that / = L UM U R, and declare L, R, and M members of Q1.
Note that L and R are of type (b4), while M is of type (b3).

(4) If I is a union of p > 2 consecutive atoms Ji, ..., J, of ’Pm inside a saddle-
node bridge atom of P, divide it up into two approx1mately equal parts. More
precisely, write p = 2q + r, where r = 0 or 1, and consider / = L U R where

q p
=Usr= U
j=1 J=q+

We obtain in this fashion two new atoms of Q41 (namely L and R) which are
either single atoms of P,,, and therefore of type (b1), or once again intervals of
type (ba).

This completes the induction. Both Item (1) and Item (2) in Definition 4.1 follow
directly from our construction, so we finish the proof of Proposition 4.2 verifying
Item (3). Given two adjacent atoms A, A" € Q,,, there are three cases to consider.

(a) There existm, m’ < n, such that A is a single atom of 7’5,,1 and A’ is a single atom
of 7’5”,/, In this case, either m = m’, or m and m’ differ by 1 (this is easily proved
by induction on n from the construction of Q,, given above). But then, we have
|A| < |A’| by Property (6) of the auxiliary partitions (see Sect. 4.1).

(b) There exi~st m,m’ < n, such that A is a single atom of P,, and A’ is a single
atom of P,,/. This case is analogous to the previous one, just replacing Property
(6) with Lemma 4.8.

(c) For some m < n, at least one of the two atoms, say A, is the union of p > 2
atoms of Pm inside a single atom of Pm, which is necessarily a bridge Ge ’P
If we are not in the previous cases, then A’ is also contained in the bridge G.
Looking at the balanced decomposition of G (given by Lemma 4.15), we see that
there are four possibilities.

e The first possibility is that A is a lateral interval (L; or R;) and A’ ,I\S the
corresponding central interval M; | of the balanced decomposition of G, for
some i € {0, .., d}. This case follows from Property (iii) of Lemma 4.12.
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e The second possibility is that A is contained in a final lateral interval (L, or
R;) and A’ is contained in the final central interval My, of the balanced
decomposition of G. This case follows from Property (iii) of Lemma 4.12 and
Remark 4.13.

o The third possibility is that both A and A’ are contained in the same lateral
interval (L;, R;) or the same final central interval (My41) of said balanced
decomposition. In this case, the number of fundamental domains of G inside
A differs at most by 1 from the number of those inside A’, and then, we have
|A| < |A’| by Remark 4.13.

e The fourth possibility is that A and A’ are contained in adjacent intervals of
the balanced decomposition of G , both being lateral intervals. In this case, one
of the two atoms, A or A’, is the union of at most four times fundamental
domains of G than the other, and we have |A| < |A’], again by Remark 4.13.

This establishes the desired comparability of adjacent atoms of Q,, in all cases, with
uniform constants depending only on the real bounds, and the proof of Proposition 4.2
is complete. O

5 Proof of Theorem B

This final section is devoted to the proof of Theorem B (stated in Sect. 3). With this
purpose, let f and g be C? bicritical circle maps with the same irrational rotation
number, which is contained in the set A (Definition 2.3). Assume that f and g have
the same signature (Definition 1.1) and that the two critical points of f, say c¢p and ¢y,
are also the critical points of g. Assume, finally, that there exist C > 1and0 < u < 1,
such that

IHOE

- 1
11 (e

<Cu" and di(R!f Rig) <Cu", 5.1)

both fori = 0 and i = 1, and for all » € N. Using Proposition 4.1 and the fine grid
constructed in Sect. 4, we will prove that the topological conjugacy & between f and
g that fixes both ¢ and ¢ is a C'* diffeomorphism. Our first goal is the following
result.

Proposition 5.1 (Key estimate) There exist constants C1 > 0and jv1 € (0, 1) depend-
ing only on the real bounds for f, such that

Ih—1d || < C1 |4 (co)| W foralin eN.

O (o) =

Proposition 5.1 will be a consequence of the following lemma, borrowed from [7,
Lemma 4.10].
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Lemma 5.1 There exist constants C > 0, K > 1, and uy, € (0, 1) for wﬁich the
Jollowing holds. Let n, p € N and let v be a vertex of the auxiliary partition P4 p (of

f around cy) contained in Jnf (co). Then
v — )| = CKP |5 (o) 1.
Moreover, the three constants C, K, and |1, only depend on the real bounds.

Before giving the proof of Lemma 5.1, let us see why it implies Proposition 5.1.

Proof of Proposition 5.1 Let u € (0, 1) be given by Corollary 4.4 and let C > O,
K > 1 and p, € (0,1) be given by Lemma 5.1. We define C; = Ci(u, C) and
w1 = u1(u, K, ny) as follows: fix some o € (0, 1) with 0 < —log 4/ log K, and
let u; = max{K°u,, u°} and C; = C + 1/u. Now, given n € Nlet p = |on],
and given x € Jnf (co), let v1 and vy be the endpoints of the atom of the auxiliary
partition 73n+ p that contains x. Since both x and /(x) belong to the convex hull of
[vi, ©2]U [h(vl), h(vz)], we deduce from Corollary 4.4 and Lemma 5.1 that

[x = h()| < [v1 = v2 +[I€1ﬁl§} lvi — h(v)| < u? |Jr1f(Co)| +CK? }Jr',f(Co)| W
< uw WO [0 ()| + € (KT ) |3 (co)| < C1 | H (co)| ).

O

Remark 5.2 Recall that the auxiliary partitions {7’5,1}" N built in Sect. 4.1 around ¢
can also be constructed around c. Since we are assuming exponential convergence of
renormalization for both critical points (as in (5.1) above), the statement of Lemma 5.1
remains valid for those partitions around c;. In particular, Proposition 5.1 holds in
J,,f (c1), as well. This will be useful later, during the proof of Lemma 5.7.

We proceed to make some comments before entering the proof of Lemma 5 1. First
of all, since we are renormahzlng around cgq, let us write Inf s Inf 41 and J ,, instead

of In (co), In +1(co) and Jn (co), respectively (and the same for g). For each n € N,
consider the n-th scaling ratio of f, which is the positive number s,{ defined as

o |Ir{+l|
n
I

By the real bounds (Theorem 2.2), the sequence {s,,f }neN is bounded away from
zero and infinity. Recall from Sect. 2.4 that the nth renormalization of f at cg is the

normalized multicritical commuting pair R" f : [—s 1] — [— sf 1] given by

Bu o fi+ o B L in[0, 1],

R F— {Bn,f ofmoByL  in[-s.0]
v
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where B, s is the unique orientation-preserving affine diffeomorphism between J,,f
f
and [—s;, , 1].

Remark 5.3 For any n € N, we have
HR”f - Rng||C1([—min{s,{,sf},1]) =Cu”. (52)

Indeed, by hypothesis (recall Definition 2.5), the difference |s,{ — 55 | goes to zero

f

exponentially fast. Since both sequences {s; } _ and {s7}, _ arebounded away from

neN

zero and infinity, the two Mobius transformations fixing 0 and 1, and mapping —snf
(—sg respectively) to —1 converge together exponentially fast (and also its inverses).
Since d; (R" f, R"g) < C ", we deduce (5.2).

Foralli > n,let A; f = By o B;}, which is just the linear contraction given by

A f(t) — |Il_f|t

i = .
|5

Consider the interval Aif C [—s,{ , 1] given by Aif = By, f(Jif ), and consider the

bicritical commuting pair f7*: Aif — Aif given by

fi=AijoRI foAl].

The contraction A; 7, the interval Aif and the pair fl* depend on n. However, since n
is fixed, we omit to mention it just to simplify notation. In the same way, define the
corresponding objects for g.

Lemma 5.4 We have

. 1/
”f, — & HCO(A.fmA‘?) =Cu -
i i \In }

Proof of Lemma 5.4 Take some y € A/ N A%, andlet y; = A () andy, = A7, ().

Note that |y| < | Jl.f / | 1 ,{ | . By combining the real bounds (Theorem 2.2) with estimate
(3.1) in Lemma 3.2, we obtain

f
J.
7||I;f| <Copf.

VA

PZARTA

L

: _
VARV

lyf — vl = v <Ciu

From Corollary 2.5 (the C'-bounds) and the exponential convergence of renormaliza-
tion (recall Remark 5.3), we deduce that

@ Springer



96 G. Estevez, P. Guarino

IR f(v) —R'g(ye)| < C3lys — vl + Capth < C3Copf + Cypty < Cs uh,

where 3 = max{uy, n2}. Using again Lemma 3.2, we finally obtain

|5 0) = gF | = |Ai (R () — Aig(R'g(r))]

L i - Rl )|+'f' B i)
=] yy (g L | R e
=GCsuz -7 + max{1l,s }§C6M3 iR

|1 | | | |4 |

]

Remark 5.5 As it is not difficult to prove, there exists a constant Cp > 1, depending
only on the real bounds for f, with the following property: let m be a two-bridges
level for f at ¢ (see Definition 4.2), and let c;’,; be the free critical point of the first
return map of f to J,',f (just as in Sect. 4.1). Note that ¢j, = h(c;ﬁ) is the corresponding
free critical point for the return of g to J;5, and recall that d > 1 is the maximum of
the criticalities of f at c¢g and c1. Then

| B, () = B g (ch)| < Codi(R™ £, R™ ).
Combined with hypothesis (5.1), Remark 5.5 gives us
| B, (1) = Bug (c)| = Co €V (u™V4 = €7 (uMym.

This is the only place in this paper where we need the assumption that exponential
contraction of renormalization holds in the C! metric (instead of just C 0. which is the
assumption in [7]), to be able to control the position of the critical points for the return
maps. Finally, let us recall [7, Proposition 4.1].

Proposition 5.2 Let ¢ and ¢ be two almost parabolic maps with the same length £
defined on the same interval. Then, for all x € J1(¢) N J1(¢) and forall0 <k < /2,
we have

1p*(x) — o () < CE g — @]l co.

Let us mention that Proposition 5.2, which is based on the geometric inequalities
given by Yoccoz’s Lemma4.11, has been significantly improved in [15, Section 6] (see
for instance Lemma 6.6 on page 2155 and Proposition 6.18 on page 2163). However,
such sharper estimates will not be needed in the present paper. We are ready to start
the proof of Lemma 5.1.

Proof of Lemma 5.1 By Lemma 4.6, there exist L € {1,...,plandn <m; < --- <
my, <n+ p,suchthat v =¢jo---0¢@r(x), where:
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e Foreach j € {l,..., L}, we have ¢; = fqulrzj+1+"-fq’”j for some o; € {0, 1}

and k; € Z, where each k; either satisfies |k;j| < €(m;) and |k;| < r(m;) or
|kj| < [am;+1/21, depending on whether m  is or is not a two-bridges level for
f atcop.

e Foreach j € {1,...,L — 1}, the point ¢;41 o --- o ¢ (x) either belongs to
Jn{j Y ij or to Jn{j +1» depending on whether m  is or is not a two-bridges
level.

e There existsm € {my, ..., n+ p}, such that the initial condition x either belongs

to {co, fIm+2(co), c,],cl} or to {CO, fam+2 (co)}, depending on whether m is or is
not a two-bridges level.

Let w = h(v) and y = h(x), and note that w = vy o --- o Y (y), where ¥; =
hogjo h~! for each j € {1,...,L}. To estimate |[v — w|, we will first estimate
[v* — w*|, where v* = B, r(v) and w* = By 4(w). Let up € (0, 1) be defined as
wy = max{u'/?, 11}, where y is given by hypothesis (5.1), d > 1 is the maximum
of the criticalities of f at co and ¢y, and p; is given by Corollary 2.4. We start by
considering x* = By, r(x) and y* = By, ¢(y), and we claim that [x* — y*| < Cg 7'
Indeed, note that

x*— y* = Am,f(Bm,f(x)) - Am,f (Bm,g(y)) + (Am,f - Am,g)(Bm,g()’))

A ] |25]
= m (Bm,f(x) — Bm,g(y)) + m - W By o (y).

From the exponential convergence of renormalization (recall Remarks 5.3 and 5.5),
we know that |Bm,f(x) - Bm,g(y)| < Gy (u'hym < ¢y wy', while from estimate
(3.1) in Lemma 3.2, we have

[l [5]

f )
if| ] e
n n

<Cipu — = .
1| 11|

n

From the real bounds (see Corollary 2.4), we know that

| < " | < s |

’

and since |Bm, g(y)| < max{l, s;g,',} is bounded, we obtain the claim.
Now, foreach j € {1, ..., L},letgoj.‘ =B, ogojoB,;lf and 1//;‘ = By, g0, OB,;;-
We claim that

m

lej —v; ”CO(AfjﬁAij) = Cy “31]+1 !
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Indeed, combining Proposition 5.2 with Lemma 5.4, we have for any j € {1, ..., L}
and y € A;’:l_/. N Aj,; that

f f

L. Iy .
|5 =¥ ] = Co lkj P @ < Co lkjI 3 ]

2| |11 |

As before, we know from the real bounds (see Corollary 2.4) that

mj—n mj—n

I, | < w77 |1 <y |1

’

and then
|03 = Vi < ColkjIP 13? < Coayy 1y 1y

forany j € {1,...,L}and y € A,],;j N A,g,,j, as claimed.
Finally, we deduce from Yoccoz’s Lemma 4.11 (combined with Koebe’s distortion
principle) that there exists a constant K > 1, depending only on the real bounds for

f, such that each g¢; is C! uniformly bounded on Jr£j+l U K,,’;] (or just on Jr}f,-+1’

depending on whether m; is or is not a two-bridges level).
With these three facts at hand, we estimate the distance between ¢ (x*) and ¥} (y*)
as follows:

o7 () = Y7 ()]
< lor ") —or )]+ |of ") = vE ()] < K Ix* = y*| + Coap,, 4y 15"
<KCspy +Coay 11yt

In the same way, we estimate now the distance between cpi_l(wz(x*)) and

‘ﬁzq (ﬁ (y*))

o7 1 (91 (5) = ¥7 1 (Vi)
<K |of ™) = v+ |er o (Wi 0M) = v (W)

mp—1

3
< K>Cguly +K CgafnL_H Wyt + Coay, 4y s
Proceeding inductively, we obtain

[v* —w*| = |¢f o opf(x*) =Yooy (V)
j=L
i—1 3 m;
<Cio | K"+ K ap ywy
Jj=1
j=L

.
<CioK? | n3 + Zai,——&-l/"zj
j=1
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By condition (2) in Definition 2.3, we have lim j_mo(a;)l/ J = 1. Therefore, defining
e > 0by (1 + 8)_4//1,2 = 1, there exists a constant C;; = Cpi(¢) > 0, such that
a? < C11 (1 +¢)’ forall j € N. Hence

. ) . 1 w2 J )
almy < Cu(l+e)/tu=Cn— (—) = Ci2 (V).

V2 \ Vi

Defining s € (0, 1) as py = /2 = max{u'/??, /i1}, we have

j=L j=L
mj m;
Vi —w*| < CloKP | 15 + Y ay i my | S CooKP | W +Cr Yy
=1 =1

n

My
— M

+0o0
< Ci3KP [+ ud =C13K”(MZ’+1 )scmlﬂ’u’;.

j=n
Combining this with hypothesis (5.1), we finally obtain

v —w| = |B, L") — By w")| < 5| v — w* + | 15| = 11| | |w*|

L
Y
i |

n

max{1, s,‘f}

<\ Clu kP + 11|

< I 1(Cra KP i+ Cmax(1, 5§} 1) < Cis KP 1] | il

This finishes the proof of Lemma 5.1. O

We consider now the fine grid constructed in Sect. 4, to establish the final estimates
needed for the proof of Theorem B. Following [7, page 367], we define the level of
an interval I € Q,,, denoted ¢(/), as the largest m < n such that [ is contained in an
clement of P,,. Theorem B will be a straightforward consequence of Proposition 4.1
and the following two lemmas, which are [7, Lemma 4.12] and [7, Lemma 4.13],
respectively.

Lemma 5.6 If Q, contains an interval of level m, then
m
n < Cy Zlog(l +aj)
j=1

for some constant Co > 0. In particular, if p (f) satisfies condition (1) in Definition 2.3,
then m > c1 n, for some constant O < ¢ < 1 that depends only on p(f).

We omit the proof of Lemma 5.6, being the same as in [7, Lemma 4.12].
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Lemma 5.7 If p(f) satisfies conditions (2) and (3) in Definition 2.3, there exists § €
(0, 1) with the following property. If L and R are adjacent intervals of Q, with
L(L) > m and £(R) > m, then

IL]  [A(L)]

=N <o,
‘|R| Ry | =P

where the constant C > 0 only depends on the real bounds.

Proof of Lemma 5.7 Let us write m = k + p with p = |ok], where 0 > 0 is a small
constant (to be determined along the proof). Let us assume that L U R is contained in
a single atom A of Py. There are three cases to consider.

() LUR C J,;f ' (co). Let vy, v2, v3 be the endpoints of L and R, respectively, and
let wy, wa, w3 be the endpoints of #(L) and h(R), respectively. By the triangle

inequality
L] [h(L)] lvi —va|  [wi —wyf
IR[ |h(R)| lv2 —v3]  |wa — w3
lvp —v2|  wi — wo lwi —wa| — [wy —wo|
lvo — 3] Jv2 — w3 lvo —v3| w2 — wsl
[vi —wi| + vo —wa| | Jwi —wa| |wy — v + w3 —v3]
- lva — 3| [wy — ws| lva — 3|
v —wilF v —w| | AD)] Jwa — vl + |ws — w3
B R| |h(R)| IR|

(5.3)

We claim that |2 (L)|/|h(R)] is (universally) bounded away from zero and infinity.
Indeed, note first that, again by the triangle inequality

LI = STt —wil _ [RD] L]+ 3T o — wil
IRI+ Y5 o —wil © |h(R)| TR = X5 v - wil

By Proposition 5.1, we have

17/ (o)l 1 (ol
LI 1 -2 ﬂJ“ W) 120 S
< < —

IR uleol « = lh(R)] T IR uleol ko
1426y e ik [h(R))| 1—2Cy Pt ik

From Lemma 4.16 and condition (3) in Definition 2.3, we obtain

17/ (co)]

e MP (@41 ars - axsp)? < MP exp (2p w(p/k)),

@ Springer



Renormalization of Bicritical Circle Maps 101

2)

3)

1/(2+0)

and the same estimate replacing L with R. Let 81 = (ez‘”"(") M° /Ll) and

note that 81 € (0, 1) by taking o > 0 small enough. Then, we have

LI 1=2C 7" _ |h(L)| _ L1426 87
IRI 14+2C1 A" ™ |n(R)| ~ [RI 1=2C1 B

By Property (6) of the auxiliary partitions (Sect. 4.1), we finally deduce that the
ratio |A(L)|/|h(R)| is bounded, as claimed. With this at hand, and using again
Proposition 5.1, we deduce from (5.3) that

1Ll @l | _ G2l ol
Rl Th@® |~ IR

3

and then

ILL_ DL _ g
IRl |h(R) |~ °71°

LUR C ka (c1). As explained right after its proof (see Remark 5.2), Proposi-
tion 5.1 holds in Jnf (c1). Then, we proceed just as in the previous case, using also
Lemma 4.16 (note here that |A]| < Ika (c1)], as it follows from Corollary 4.3)
and Property (6) of the auxiliary partitions in the same way.

L U R is not contained in ka (co) U ka (c1). Let é\* be the union of A with its
left and right neighbours in the auxiliary partition Py. Let j < g1 be such that
f7|ax is a diffeomorphism with f/(A) C ka(c,-), either fori = 0ori = 1. By
the previous cases

LS h(fT L)) _

- - C, B, 5.4
IR Ry | = P B

By Koebe’s principle combined with Corollary 4.4, we deduce in the standard
way that the distortion of f7/|; g is bounded by e¢“*#”. Therefore, defining
w3z = u®/ @+ ¢ (0, 1), we obtain

W] L
|fI(R)| IR

< CapP < Cqps. (5.5)

In the same way, but replacing f by g, we obtain

g/ (h(L)|  |h(L)]
- — Cs u7. 5.6
@ mRy| B |~ 60
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By putting together (5.4), (5.5) and (5.6), we finally obtain

mw| 1L

LR <C m’
nw)| 1R =P

where Cg = Cy + C4 + Cs and By = max{us, B1}.

Proof of Theorem B

Let {Q,}nen be the fine grid constructed in Sect. 4, and let i be the topological
conjugacy considered in Theorem B. Let ¢ € (0, 1) be given by Lemma 5.6, and let
C > 0and B € (0, 1) be given by Lemma 5.7. Then, we just apply Proposition 4.1,
with C and A = ¢!, to deduce that the conjugacy 4 is a C'** diffeomorphism.

Remark 5.8 As mentioned in the introduction, the statement of Theorem A is most
likely true for multicritical circle maps with any number of critical points, and we
believe that it should be possible to adapt the proof of Theorem B, developed in
Sects. 4 and 5, to the multicritical case. To be more precise, let f be a C3 circle
homeomorphism with N > 2 critical points {cg, c1, ..., cy—1} (all of them being
non-flat) and with irrational rotation number p € A (recall Definition 2.3). For any
givenn € N, let N, € {0, ..., N — 1} be the number of critical points of f9+! that
belong to 7,,(co)\1,+2(co). Consider the (ordered) set

{1 < <-<Jn, San+l}»

where, for each i € {1,..., N,}, the index j; is defined by the condition that the
fundamental domain

Aj = f(ji—l)qn+1+qn (In+l (CO))

contains a critical point, say c, (i), of f+!. To build auxiliary partitions (recall
Sect. 4.1), let

An(0) = Ay = f9 (Iig1(c0)), Au(Ny+ 1) = Aq,
— [fqn+2 (co), f(a)1+l_1)qn+l+qn (CO)]a
and consider for each i € {1, ..., N,} the fundamental domain
An(@) = [£74 (cn (D)), en(D)].
Just as we did in Sect. 4.1.1, spread each of these intervals under f%+!, both forward
and backwards, until it meets the corresponding iterates of the next and the previous

one, Z,,(i + 1) and Zn(i — 1), respectively. With this at hand, it should be possible
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to build balanced decompositions of bridges and fine grids from the auxiliary parti-
tions, adapting the construction developed in Sect. 4.2. Moreover, it is reasonable to
expect that all geometric estimates of both Sects. 4 and 5, that rely heavily on the real
bounds (Theorem 2.2), Koebe’s distortion principle (see Remark 4.10), and Yoccoz’s
lemma 4.11, hold in the same way as for the bicritical case. Note, finally, that the
criterion for smoothness given by Proposition 4.1 is quite general, thus independent of
the number of critical points of the circle maps referred in the statement of Theorem B.
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